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absorbed in art and Boman antiquities. It was the first
taste he had yet had of the pleasures of continuous intel-
lectual employment, and he threw himself into it with all
the eagerness and enthusiasm of his nature.

He had a natural weakness for display, which in his
military days, as we have seen, took shape in fashionable
clothes, horses, and the other extravagances by which a
young man in the army contrives to get rid of his money.
In Italy no such temptation came in his way. For the time
he was left to the influence of his wife and his own better
nature, with the result of receiving a deeper and better im-
press on his character from these two years abroad than from
his eight years in uniform. Unconsciously he was sowing
seeds which would in after years bear fruit of a very different
kind. Through art he first realized the advantage of a dis-
tinctly intellectual life over one of mere desultory gaiety.
It was not art which was to furnish his future stimulus,
and, as we shall find, it did not even suffice to keep him
from relapsing into some of his old ways when the tempta-
tion came back again. But his art-studies in Italy formed
the starting-point of a new life for him, and led the way
to all the work and honours that were to come.further perseverance in the new line of occu-
